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Ms Harris  

HEAD OF SIXTH FORM  

Dear students, parents and carers,  

Merry Christmas and welcome to this edition of Spotlight - our 6th form magazine celebrating 

the events and achievements of Marling Sixth Formers. You'll find in this edition another array 

of achievements and activities, from gene technology to the Carducci String Quartet.   

This term, amongst many other things, staff and tutors have been hard at work sending off 

university applications, as well as holding mock interviews for students applying for competitive 

courses and Iõm pleased to say many of our students have already got offers from their chosen 

universities. It was also our pleasure to welcome hundreds of prospective sixth formers and 

parents to our Sixth Form Open Evening on 21st November.  As always, our students were 

fantastic ambassadors, showing people around, answering a multitude of questions and 

generally doing a great job of conveying their enthusiasm for the sixth form experience.  

Wherever students are in their sixth form journey - in the early days of  Year 12, or in Year 13 on the verge of leaving us 

to take their next step into their future - they continue to inspire us with their energy and creativity.  

It has, however, been a long term for all of us - students and staff - and I think Iõm safe in saying that we are all looking 

forward to a break. On behalf of myself and the whole Sixth Form team, we wish each of you a peaceful, relaxing 

Christmas and a wonderful New Year.   



 

Senior Kangaroo  
Maths Challenge  

Gerhard and Jack (Year 12), along with Billy and Arjun 

(Year 13), participated in the prestigious Senior Kangaroo 

Maths Challenge. This opportunity came after they 

earned the ôGold Awardõ in the Senior Maths Challenge 

in October. Their participation in the Senior Kangaroo is 

a remarkable accomplishment, showcasing their 

exceptional mathematical talents and dedication.  

 

Cyber Security  
Competition  

A few weeks ago, Marling entered 8 teams to a 

Cyber Security competition run by local universities  

(UWE, Cardiff University and University of South Wales).  

Students worked in groups of 4 to complete encryption 

puzzles. The Phish Phingers made up of Billy, Jasper, Sam 

and Nathaniel, all in Year 13, came first out of 247 teams 

competing across the South West and Wales. They have 

been invited to take part in the final in March. We wish 

them the best of luck. 

 Our Year13 French class visited Cam Woodfield 

Junior school to deliver lessons to their Year 5s. 

Year13 have been studying the Occupation in France 

and the Year 5 children have also studied the Second 

World War this term, so it was a lovely opportunity 

to work together. Year13 were truly fantastic in 

planning and delivering a lesson discussing life in 

France for a10 year old during the war, what it 

would have been like in at Christmas in 1940 and 

finishing with singing the French version of Jingle 

Bells. A huge ôBravoõ and ôMerciõ to our students. 

French Students Visit Cam  



 

 Observing Remembrance Day  
Marling School solemnly observed the two minutes silence for 

Remembrance Day.  The poignant ceremony featured trumpeters 

Freddie and Jonty from Year 8, who played the Last Post beautifully. 

Head student Josh in Year 13, and Eve in Year 12 delivered readings 

before the silence, which was respectfully led by our Principal. It was a 

moving tribute to honour those who have served. Pictured below are 

Cosmo, Adam, and Euan in Year 9, proudly wearing their cadet uniforms.  

The Student Leadership Team sold poppy apparel during break times. 



Photos Credit James, Year 12 



 

The Carducci String Quartet held a GCSE and 

A Level Music composition workshop at the 

Music Department. Students worked on their 

initial composition ideas and learned about 

composing for string instruments. 

Please contact the Music Department to find 

further information regarding the Carducci 

Young Composers Competition 2025, which is 

open to all 11-18 year olds with a closing date 

of 23 February 2025. 

 Inspiring Workshop with the Carducci String Quartet  

 

Thirty Marling physicists visited CERN in Geneva, home to the worldõs 

largest particle accelerator. This annual trip is exclusive to A Level physicists. 

They explored the new visitorsõ centre with interactive exhibits and went 

88 metres underground to see the CMS detector, part of the 27km Large 

Hadron Collider. This collider accelerates protons to 99.99992% of the 

speed of light, simulating early universe conditions and providing insights 

into fundamental forces. Students asked insightful questions about the LHCõs 

future and the CMS detector, which captures 40 million 3D images per 

second. We look forward to returning next year! 

Physicists Visit CERN in Switzerland  



 

Gene Technology Trip  
The Biology A Level students travelled to 

Oxford University to attend a gene 

technology workshop. They had the chance 

to analyse and compare their version of a 

bitter taste receptor gene to their ability to 

taste phenylthiocarbamide (PTC). 



 

Thirty students attended the Maths in Action Conference at Warwick 

University. They thoroughly enjoyed the engaging talks. Highlights 

included òRisk and Rewardó by Alison Kiddle, a maths communicator and 

winner of òWho Wants to Be a Millionaireó, òHow to Get Rich Quickó by 

Sophie Maclean, who shared insights from her experience in the 

international stock exchange, and òNumbers in the Newsó by Zoe 

Griffiths, which explored how maths can be used to mislead us. The 

students also participated in a fascinating live experiment. It was a 

delightful day enjoyed by all.  

Maths in Action  

 

KS4 & five Art and Languages students spent an exciting four-day 

adventure in sunny Barcelona. They visited iconic sites like Gaudiõs 

Sagrada Familia and Parc Güell, the Picasso Museum, and the 

Museum of Modern Art. The group navigated the city by metro, 

immersed themselves in Spanish culture, savoured local cuisine at 

La Boqueria on Las Ramblas, and toured the Gothic Quarter, 

capturing photos of the vibrant street art. 

Art Students Visit Barcelona  



 
Babcock Trip  

Babcock International Group recently welcomed local secondary schools 

for an immersive experience in the world of engineering. Year 13 students 

eagerly participated in a variety of hands-on STEM activities, including 

augmented reality welding challenges. They also had the opportunity to 

engage with apprentices, gaining insights into engineering careers and 

apprenticeship programs. This initiative aims to inspire the next generation 

of engineers and encourage their entry into the industry.  

 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics students travelled to 

London to hear lectures by some of the best scientists 

who are working at the cutting edge of their specialisms. 

Science Students  
Travel to London  

 

Geology Students Examine Building Features  
Our Year 12 Geology students embarked on their first fieldwork excursion to Stroud with Miss Butcher. They examined 

the decorative igneous facing stones used in the townõs buildings, applying their classroom knowledge in a real-world 

context. This hands-on experience enhanced their geological skills and understanding of rock types. It was a valuable 

opportunity to connect theory with practice. 



 

Amy Winehouse Foundation  
 Year 12 and 13 students had the privilege of attending inspiring sessions 

hosted by The Amy Winehouse Foundation. This organisation is dedicated to 

supporting and uplifting young people through various initiatives, such as 

building resilience and self-esteem, providing recovery housing for young women overcoming addiction, offering music 

therapy for children, and supporting young people in addiction recovery. They also run international music projects, 

extending their positive impact globally. During the sessions, speakers shared their personal stories, highlighting the 

importance of seeking help and expressing emotions during challenging times. These impactful talks focused on building 

resilience and equipping students with valuable life skills, leaving a lasting impression on everyone involved. 

 

STREET presented a Healthy Relationships Assembly to the students. This organisation 

provides specialist support to young people affected by domestic abuse and teen relationship 

abuse. Young people are disproportionately affected by domestic abuse, they see it at home 

as well as experience it in their own relationships. Some young people may also be struggling 

with harmful behaviour in their own close relationships. STREET aims to support young 

people to be: safer and less fearful; equipped to recognise and avoid risky behaviours; less likely to be re-victimised; 

confident and well-supported to positively move on from their experiences.  

 

The professionals at Brook presented an assembly to speak with students about looking after their 

sexual health. They also spoke about respectful and healthy relationships (both on and offline). 



 
We were overwhelmed by the 

response to our Christmas Food Bank 

Appeal. Each year, we collect food for 

the Stroud Food Bank Christmas 

appeal. They then make up Christmas 

food hampers for those most in need, 

particularly at this time of year. With 

the current cost of living crisis, lots of 

families are feeling the pinch more 

than ever and it was an honour to be 

able to help.   

 

Thank you to all those who made a donation to the 

shoebox appeal. 

Coming Soon!  

Members of our Student Leadership Team are shown here with some of the donations. 



 

It took a while to get their certificates to them, but our Sixth Form Chemistry students excelled in the 2024 Cambridge 

Chemistry Challenge held at the end of the last academic year. This is a nationwide competition with over 14,000 

participants. Two students earned the prestigious Gold Award (top 10% in the UK), eight received the Silver Award  

(top 20%), and twelve achieved the Copper Award (top 30%). These accomplishments highlight the studentsõ dedication 

and the strength of our Chemistry program. Congratulations to all participants on their outstanding achievements!  

 Chemists Take Wins in Olympiad  



 

Work experience was formally launched in 

November during a Year 12 PSHE session. 

Although work experience week isnõt until July, 

it is important that students start looking early, 

in order to secure a valuable placement that will 

help them with their future plans, whether this is 

for university, apprenticeship or future career.  

The PowerPoint is available for sixth formers to 

refer to in Teams.   

Feedback from Work Experience Employers:  

òInteracted exceptionally well with my sales team, showed a keen interest in our work as estate agents, and conducted herself 

at a very high standard during client appointments. Throughout the week, she was assigned the task of creating her own sales 

brochure, which included photography, a detailed floor plan, and descriptive text. She completed this task very well and without 

any issues. It has been a pleasure to host your student this week. She is a credit to herself and Marling School. ò 

òIt was a great experience and a pleasure to get to know him. He is a bright and intelligent student showing an inquisitive mind  

and clear and thoughtful questions. I hope he enjoyed his time here learning about particle physics, astrophysics and cosmic rays.ó 

òCame to work looking very smart and it was clear he had made the effort. He was happy to be here, and it was evident 

he wanted to get as much as he could from the experience. He was smiley, and happy to chat with the new people he met. 

He gave an introduction on himself, to me, the apprentices and the other work experience students at the start of the week, 

which can be quite a daunting prospect, but he did great and embraced it. ò 



Now youõve been in post for a couple of terms, what do you think are the best things about Marling?  

Iõve been incredibly impressed by the students here. They are always eager to talk to me and share their passions. They are 

genuinely wonderful young people. Additionally, Iõve been struck by the dedication of so many staff members and their strong 

sense of attachment to the school. Thereõs definitely something special about Marling.  

Iõm also immensely proud of the sixth form. Itõs a popular choice now for boys and girls and students join us from schools 

across the county and beyond, which makes it an exciting and vibrant community. Our sixth formers do so much in their two 

years with us and go on to exciting futures.  

Read the full article here.  

Dr Jules Godfrey was appointed Principal of 

Marling School last Easter. As the first permanent 

female Principal in the schoolõs history, we were 

keen to ask her about her experiences so far and 

her vision for the future.  

https://stroudtimes.com/education-matters-jules-godfrey-principal-at-marling-school/
https://stroudtimes.com/education-matters-jules-godfrey-principal-at-marling-school/


 

Law Society  
We have been very lucky to have a 

legal professional come into school 

every Wednesday to run our Law 

Society. Students have worked on 

Oxbridge applications, personal 

statements and interview practice, 

as well as looking at key cases in 

the justice system, such as the 

Stephen Lawrence case and the 

Post Office enquiry.  

Well done to our Sixth Form Netball Team on ending 

the term with a win. The final score was 23-1, the 

team played brilliantly. Congratulations Frida (Y12) 

for being named Player of the Match.  


