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Ms Harris  

HEAD OF SIXTH FORM  

As we reach the end of another school year, it's lovely to be able to look back on some 

of the activities and achievements of our students in Marling Sixth Form. Spotlight allows us 

to do that, bringing together an eclectic mix of sport, science, music and more. 

This was the term in which we said goodbye to our Y13s with their much-loved old school 

uniform day. You can see from the pictures how many different secondary schools they 

joined us from just two years ago - and yet, in that short time, they created a real community 

and made many new friends. It was lovely to see them looking so glamorous and so happy at 

their prom on 1st July. And the sun put in a special and rare appearance on the day.   

Before we know it, we will be welcoming in another new cohort of students and our 

current Y12s will take their place at the head of the school. Our student leadership team will 

play a particularly important role in helping our incoming students to settle in and in introducing them to all the 

opportunities available to them. Spotlight shows you a snapshot of a selection of those opportunities - part of what 

makes sixth form such a rich experience. I hope you enjoy seeing some of those moments.  

I wish all our students and families a restful and happy summer and look forward to continuing the sixth form 

journey in September.  



 

Hollie Guard Workshop  
Many people, especially in younger age groups, do not understand what a 

healthy relationship is. Often, those in abusive relationships have simply 

accepted that the issues they face on a day-to-day basis are normal. However, 

there is evidence to suggest that with guidance, education and raising 

awareness of unacceptable behaviours by perpetrators, it is possible to change 

attitudes and help ensure that more people can escape abusive relationships. 

The workshop explored healthy relations including exercises on spotting the signs of an unhealthy relationship and what 

to look out for, the warning signs. Identifying the Key Risk Indicators is key to early intervention. It also covered how to 

converse with those suffering and what action could be taken. Finally, it looked at Clareõs Law and Hollie Guard.  

Hollie Guard is a next-generation smartphone app that provides enhanced levels of protection. Whether youõre working 

alone, travelling to an unknown area or simply commuting around town, with Hollie Guard you can set extra levels of 

protection from right inside the App 

The workshop covered the use of Hollie Guard, detailing how to set up emergency contacts and the flexible options for 

work and leisure. The various alert profiles and how they differ. 

It demonstrated the main functionality and how these work to help safeguard you including: 

The Journey Feature can help you travel safely. Whenever this feature is used, your emergency contacts are informed 

about where youõre going so they can check on you in case youõre in trouble. The Meeting Alarm feature can help you 

in situations with a risk factor, for example when meeting an estranged partner, going on a blind date or working alone. 

This feature works in lock screen mode, ideal as a tool for lone workers and for discretion in a handbag or pocket.  

The Man Down feature allows users performing dangerous tasks to activate an immediate alert as soon as the user 

becomes motionless. 



 

The Cultural Food Sale raised funds for 

the house charities. Thanks to all those 

who cooked, baked and brought food in. 



 

 

Our Student Council led by Head Students Sophie 

Evans and Josh Glover, and Deputy Head Students Keira 

Wheatley and Alfie Clarke has done some fantastic 

work this year. I was able to attend one of their 

meetings and hear about some of the plans that are 

underway for a culture and sport showcase. However, 

this is only one small part of the teamõs portfolio, which 

includes working with younger students in tutor time, 

activities to promote wellbeing and inclusion, coaching 

and mentoring, charity work and environmental projects 

and of course supporting the school with outreach 

work and induction events. I was impressed by their 

commitment to their roles and how they are helping to 

create the leaders of the future.  

      Jules Godfrey, Principal  

Jacob, who oversees the Environment strand of 

the Student Leadership Team,  joined forces with 

the Gardening Club in the lower school to clear 

the flower beds in the Sixth Form Centre. We 

look forward to see how these develop. 



 

Greenpower Race Team takes first race  

Website: https://www.apd.co.uk 

Company Sponsor: automotive parts distribution (apd)  

òWe inspire young people around the world to 

excel in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 

through a unique challenge: to design, build and race 

an electric car.ó 

Continued 

Marling currently has two teams of Year 12 

students competing in this National Competition, 

one driving a vehicle built from scratch and the 

other driving a ôKitõ car bought from Greenpower 

by our kind sponsors, APD.    

Greenpower aims to develop students STEM 

skills and knowledge through the building, 

modifying and racing of single seater electric 

powered vehicles. More information can be found 

on the Greenpower website.   

The two teams consisted of the following 

students: Gus, Hasan, Billy, Kit, Marcus, Arjun,  

Sam, Bertie, Rowan and Sam. 

After a very early start the Marling Race Teams 

arrived at sunny Goodwood to setup in their 

allocated paddock and began preparing the 

vehicles for scrutineering. Both vehicles passed 

their safety checks, so the teams moved onto the 

Practice stage and began to test the vehicles 

around the track. This gave several students the 

chance to drive the vehicle before the main 

driver took over for the actual race!   

at Goodwood  Circuit  

https://www.apd.co.uk/


 

Greenpower at Greenwood Circuit  

Website: https://www.apd.co.uk 

Company Sponsor: automotive parts distribution (apd)  

The rest of the morning consisted of making last minute ôtweaksõ to the 

vehicles and watching the younger teams race to get some hints and tips 

for our event. After lunch the teams moved onto the starting grid, 

positioned on the first and second row, and made a smooth start.   

Both teams performed fantastically well during the race, holding on to 7th 

position in their respective classes until the last couple of laps when the 

batteries began to lose power.  They were only behind corporate teams  

(Renishaw) and experienced schools for most of the race  ð which is 

even more amazing when you consider until then the cars had only 

been tested on a field!   

The scratch-built car ended in a very respectable 12th position overall, and the òKitó car in 25th. 

Both teams had a great day and came away with lots of ideas on how to improve their cars 

for the next race at Castle Coombe in June. A subsequent ôde-briefõ from the Greenpower 

Rep for the Southwest helped provide further insight into the race results.   

A massive òThank Youó to the parents who kindly offered to drive the students and vehicles 

to the event and helped during the day ð the event could not have gone ahead without you.   

If anyone would like to support our teams, either through sponsorship or offering materials, 

trailer hire, or anything else that could help the students moving forward, please get in 

touch with Mr Green (bcg@marling.school)   

https://www.apd.co.uk/
mailto:bcg@marling.school


 

Greenpower Challenge Success Continues  

During half term, Sixth Form students from two teams raced their hand-built electric vehicles  

in the Castle Coombe heat of the Greenpower Challenge. Despite a minor electrical issue, 

both cars performed reliably throughout the 1 hour race. Valuable insights were gained for 

improving their carsõ performance for the upcoming international final at Goodwood in 

October. In Team A was Max, Gus, and William and in Team B, Samuel, Rowan, and Bertie.  

Special thanks to the PSA and Automotive Parts Distribution (APD) for sponsoring and funding the teams. 

Parents interested in supporting the teams can contact Mr. Green at bcg@marling.school  

Company Sponsor: automotive parts distribution https://www.apd.co.uk 

at Castle Coombe  

 

 

A special thank you goes to Dylan 

and George in Y13 for their 

outstanding contribution to the 

Marling Music Department over 

the years.         

      Miss Swinger & Mrs Stoten  

MUSIC  

https://www.apd.co.uk/


 

 Cheltenham Jazz Festival  

A huge well done to the Marling Jazz Band for a fantastic 

performance at sunny Cheltenham Jazz Festival on Saturday 

4th May! A special thank you goes to Dylan in Y13 for his 

outstanding commitment to the Jazz Band during his A Level 

Music studies.  



 

Marling students recently showcased their academic prowess by participating in the prestigious 2024 RSC Chemistry 

Olympiad. Joining nearly 15,000 students from across the UK, our talented A Level chemistry students demonstrated 

exceptional skills and knowledge. 

We are thrilled to announce that three of our students clinched the coveted Gold Award, placing them in the top 8% 

nationwide. Additionally, eight students achieved the Silver Award, ranking in the top 25%, while seven students earned 

a Bronze Award, marking their place in the top 40%. 

Their outstanding achievements not only reflect their individual brilliance but also highlight the quality of chemistry 

education and support provided here at Marling. Congratulations to all our participants involved in the RSC 

Chemistry Olympiad. 

Chemists Take Wins in Olympiad  



 

On Friday 21st June, Dr Guy Sutton came to talk to Year 12 Psychology and Biology students about brains. Students 

were introduced to cutting edge research into a broad range of topics that included òEnd of Life Consciousnessó and 

òBrain-Computer interfacesó which will one day allow amputees and those with paralysis to control robotic 

limbs. Students were also treated to a brain dissection, being given the opportunity to hold a sheep's brain and see 

structures they are taught about on the course, such as the corpus callosum and hippocampus.    

An Introduction to Neuroscience  



 

Toby & Renee 

Oliver 

Coco & Ben 

Thanks and recognition went out to the Student Leadership Team. 

Zac led the group in a sing-along to Adele. 
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Staff and students enjoyed some musical performances from some of our talented  Year 13s. 

We said goodbye in their final assembly. 



Old School Uniform Day is always very popular. Students come in wearing their previous old school uniform form before 

breaking up for their A Level exams. 







SPORTS DAY  

Staff and students enjoyed some 

nice weather on Sports Day. Sixth 

Formers assisted on the finish line. 

Well done to the winning team Ashley, Finn, Charlie and Ollie.  

The Blue Ribbon Event at Sports Day - 
The Sixth Form Relay  Team versus the Staff team!  



 

Primary Languages Day  
Marling sixth form students hosted children from several local Primary Schoolõs in Year 5 and 6 for ôLanguages Dayõ.  

Year 12 students created activities for the children and presented to them along with some students from younger year 

groups also helping out.  

Reuben in Year 10 was one of the students who assisted said the 

following:  òIt was a wonderful experience getting to teach some 

Year 5 and 6 students about German. They were generally a great 

audience for us to present to and taught me a lot about 

communicating effectively with a younger audience. It also brought 

genuine moments of delight seeing them able to recite the 

numbers up to ten or introduce themselves to me in German. 

Hopefully they took something away from the 25 minute sessions 

they had with us and had as brilliant time as I did!ó  



 

 Marling Mock Election  

Year12 Politics students presented to students about how the 

General Election 2024 takes place, voting procedures and discussed 

some of the party manifestos. They encouraged students to vote in 

the Marling Mock Election. 



  Work Experience Week  
Year 12 are spending the last week of the school year going out into the world of work for their work experience week. 

These placements have been organised completely independently by the students themselves. Work experience is such an 

important opportunity in order to help students make decisions about what they want to do in their next steps, post 18, 

as well as getting an insight into the workings of real businesses and companies in the UK. 

Below are some of the fantastic opportunities our Year 12 students have gained for themselves: 

Primary, secondary schools and universities 

Doctors surgeries, medical practices, NHS and private hospitals, health and social care industry, care homes and pharmacies 

Engineering, including civil, mechanical and aerospace 

Architecture 

Stables 

Veterinary practices 

Council offices 

Political parties 

British Airways 

Publishing 

Charity shops / voluntary sector 

Estate agents 

RAF 

Farming 

Post office 

Natural History Museum 

 

 
Continued 

 

 Some students have already completed a work experience 
week. Hereõs what they gained from their placements. 



 

Work Experience Week  
Some students have already completed a 
work experience week. Hereõs what they 

gained from their placements.  

Continued 


