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HEAD OF SIXTH FORM  

School is a busy and challenging environment, so it is always cheering, at the end of another 

term, to take a look through Spotlight and see what amazing things our sixth formers have 

achieved. It's easy to forget to focus on the positives in life - but that's what Spotlight aims 

to do.  

The picture on the front cover encapsulates this. I ended my week at the closing night of 

this year's musical - The Addams Family - and I can honestly say it was a joy to watch. The 

talent on stage and the technical expertise off stage was truly impressive. A huge well done 

to all involved! 

This edition starts with an introduction to our new student leadership team. They are an 

ambitious group of young people, as you can see from what each of them hopes to 

accomplish during their time in office. I'm pleased to say they have all made a great start and  

I look forward to working with them in the year ahead.  

Perhaps the most glamorous pictures this term come from the Junk Kouture finals in Monaco. A fantastic 

achievement and we were all a little jealous! Closer to home students took part in a multitude of activities,  

from sport, to nature, to classical civilisation, to engineering, maths or dissection, to name a few.  

I hope you enjoy taking a look at what the students have been up to. 

Happy Easter! 



Welcome to the Marling Leadership team ! 



 

MARLING STUDENT LEAD ERSHIP TEAM 2023 -24 

Head Students  

Sophie Josh 

Hi! Iõm Josh and Iõm one of the Head Students at 

Marling. My particular focus is Student Engagement, 

aiming to create more integration between KS3-5 

particularly through inclusive wider school events. 

Ultimately, I just want to make sure the student 

voice feels heard and their ideas come to fruition 

through the student council and inclusion reps. I am 

currently studying English, Drama, Music and am 

writing an EPQ on whether the church is still 

relevant in society today. I help lead the Junior Choir 

with Mrs Stoten and oversee student led tutor time, 

the student council and the culture & inclusion 

group. I am also playing Gomez in the school 

production of the Addams Family.  

My name is Sophie and I am Head Student for Student 

Voice. Within this role I hope to be able to actively get the 

voice of all students at Marling, both lower school and 

sixth form, so that everybody feels heard as a part of the 

school community. Being involved in school activities has 

been a crucial part of my time at Marling, these include 

the mentoring and coaching programme, student led tutor 

time and extracurricular activities such as netball. I am 

currently studying English Literature, Sociology and Sports 

Science for my A Levels and a breadth option of EPQ. 

After Marling, I intend to go onto university to do a 

teaching degree and I would say that Marling has already 

set up the path for me to achieve this.  
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Deputy Head Students  

Alfie  Kiera  

Hi, my name is Keira and I am one of the Deputy Head 

Students, focusing on Wellbeing and Charity. I hope to 

raise awareness of important causes and help improve 

studentsõ pastoral care to ensure a safe and welcoming 

environment for them to thrive in academically and 

mentally.I am studying Mathematics, Biology and 

Chemistry, alongside an EPQ focused on healthcare. 

Outside of my studies, I enjoy lots of physical activities 

such as running, weightlifting and swimming. I am also a 

street dancer and have danced for Ambitions for the last 

12 years. At school, I am a member of the netball team, 

dissection club and eco committee. In the future, I hope 

to pursue a career in medicine and still take part in the 

extracurriculars I enjoy.  

My name is Alfie, and I am currently studying Maths, 

Physics, English Literature and History. Within my role 

as Deputy Head Student, I intend to further unite 

Marling lower school and Marling sixth form. I also 

work as a part of the environment, and outreach and 

marketing strands to run student-driven projects and 

cause student-originated change. Outside of the 

student leadership team I take part in green car, 

coaching and mentoring, student led tutor time, and 

am part of the eco committee. My other interests 

include playing football and the bass guitar. After my 

A Levels I intend to study engineering at university.  



Community Involvement  

My name is Samuel and I am one of the lead students for 

Community Involvement. Within my role I want to enhance 

the sense of community and give everyone who attends 

Marling a voice. I aim to strengthen the community feel 

between lower school and sixth form to create a friendly 

environment for all current and future students of Marling.  

I am currently involved in coaching and mentoring, and I am 

an inclusion representative for the school. I am studying 

Economics, Geography and Design Technology for my 

A Levels, also doing DofE and an EPQfor my breadth option.  

I am Jake and Iõm a student leader for Community 

Involvement. I hope to see more integration between year 

groups and hope to set up a volunteering scheme within the 

school. I take part in student led tutor time and mentoring. 

I am studying Economics, Politics and Psychology.  

Jacob 

Sam 
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Hello, my name is Thomas and Iõm one of the lead students for Coaching 

and Mentoring. Iõm studying Maths, Further Maths, Physics and Chemistry 

in hope of studying Physics at university. I have been at Marling for almost 

six years now and being on the student leadership team gives me the 

chance to give something back to the school. My aim for Coaching and 

Mentoring is to ensure that all the students, especially KS4 students doing 

their GCSEs, have the support they need to do well in their exams and get 

the grades that they deserve. I am also a part of the student led tutor time 

programme and I help in some of the KS3 maths classes as well. If anyone 

ever has any questions feel free to come up to me and ask.  

My name is Liya and my role within the student leadership team is 

lead for Coaching and Mentoring. Through my role I aim to achieve higher 

levels of involvement and support between mentors and their mentees. 

This will aid the development of a close-knit and progressive school. I am 

an avid member of history society and dissection club. I also greatly enjoy 

participating in leading KS3 history club and student led tutor time for 

year 10s. The subjects I am currently studying are Biology, History and 

Psychology. My plan after sixth form is to study law at university and help 

make an indisputable impact on the community.  
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Thomas  

Liya 

Coaching &  
Mentoring  



Charity  
My name is Vikki and I am a student leader for Charity. My aims within 

my role are to ensure everyone is aware of what charity theyõre raising 

money for and the cause theyõre supporting. I would also like to make 

the activities that are done to raise money more diverse and enjoyable. 

Currently I am studying Biology, Chemistry and Psychology with the 

addition of EPQ as my breadth option. I hope to go to university after 

my A Levels. Currently in the school, I am involved in student led tutor 

time and mentoring which has helped me feel like a true Marlingtonian.  

Hi, my name is Charlotte and I am representing Charity here at 

Marling School.  Whilst taking on this responsibility, I am hoping to 

raise awareness of important causes that are close to the schoolõs 

heart. Raising awareness with not only the sixth formers but also 

the lower school will maximise involvement with charity events 

and raising money. I am also really looking forward to organising 

charity fundraisers throughout the school year. For my A Levels  

I am studying Biology, Psychology and History as well as EPQ.  

After sixth form my ambition is to become a paramedic. Since 

joining Marling Sixth Form Iõve become involved in the school 

community by joining the school council, student led tutor time 

and the dissection club. Outside of school I am a passionate dancer, 

practising many different styles including ballet and ballroom.  

Charlotte  

Vikki  
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Culture & Inclusion  

My name is Charlie and Iõm the representative for Culture and 

Inclusion. I hope to achieve a more comfortable Marling School 

community as well as more peer-to-peer integration. I am studying 

Politics, Economics, Computer Science. Iõm also involved with 

mentoring and basketball within the school.  

My name is Glory and I am one of the Culture and Inclusion Lead 

Students. I study Sociology, Politics, French and Classics, with the 

hopes of becoming a solicitor in the future. Within this role, I hope 

to bring more cultural awareness and celebration across the school, 

while tackling issues of injustice.  

Hi, Iõm Jacob and I am the lead student for the Environment. 

I aim to get the whole school actively engaged in helping the 

environment and adopting a sustainable mindset. I take part in 

eco committee, particle physics and assisting in lessons. I study 

Maths, Physics, Chemistry and an AS Level in Further Maths. 

After A Levels I plan to get a degree or apprenticeship in 

material science which will hopefully lead to a career in STEM.  

Environment  

Glory  

Charlie  

Jacob 
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Tutor Time  

Hi, my name is George, and I am one of the lead students for  

Tutor Time, which means I organise and run the student led tutor 

time programme and help implement changes in the wider tutor time 

schedule. I hope to increase both student engagement and integration 

between the lower school and sixth form. I study Chemistry, Biology, 

Maths, and EPQ. I am involved in the coaching and mentoring 

programme, early applicants programme, and am currently 

co-choreographing the school play. Outside of school I enjoy dancing 

(particularly ballet, tap, and modern) and swimming.  After A Levels 

I hope to go on to do a degree in chemistry.  

Hi my name is Darcie and I am one of the leads for student led tutor 

time. Within my role, I hope to encourage students to get involved 

and become more active members within the school community.  

I am involved in a range of school activities including coaching and 

mentoring, dissection club and the early applicant support group 

whilst also being a competitive swimmer outside of school. I am 

studying Biology, Chemistry, Maths and Further Maths and would like 

to study medicine at university.  
Darcie  

George  
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Outreach & Publicity  My name is Chanelle and I am one of the lead students for Marketing 

and Outreach. Within this role I hope to clearly promote and display 

all the opportunities and benefits that Marling Sixth Form has to offer. 

I would like to highlight the strong feeling of community we have 

within the sixth form that is welcoming to all. To become actively 

involved in the school, I have joined the mentoring and coaching 

programme, student led tutor time, and I am the inclusion 

representative for my tutor group. For my A Levels, I study 

Psychology, English Literature and Sports Science with an EPQ as my 

breadth subject. I participate in Netball which contributes towards my 

Marling Diamond Programme. When I leave Marling, I intend to go 

onto university to study either sports therapy or sports psychology.  

Hi, I'm Henry and I am one of the leads for Outreach and Marketing. 

My role consists of working with Chanelle to help attract new students 

and ensure that new students have a seamless transition upon joining 

Marling Sixth Form.It has been great to be able to interact with so 

many prospective students at Open Evenings and Discovery Days and I 

am looking forward to meeting all the incoming students. I am currently 

studying Biology, Chemistry, French, and Maths.  To supplement these, I 

attend Medsoc, early applicants support and dissection club, as well as 

helping strengthen connections with the lower school through the 

coaching and mentoring programme and student led tutor time.  As for 

the future, I'd love to go on to study Medicine at university.   

 

MARLING STUDENT LEAD ERSHIP TEAM 2024 -25 

Henry  

Chanelle  



Wellbeing  
Hi, my name is Josh, and I am a Lead Student for Student 

Wellbeing at Marling School. Student wellbeing is an important 

part of pastoral care at this school. I am privileged to lead in 

this area as I know student wellbeing is not just important for 

individual students, but also for the school as a whole. Student 

wellbeing improves academic performance, behaviour, social 

integration and satisfaction and I look forward to supporting 

students on this path.Outside of school I enjoy playing lead 

guitar in my band and my favourite music genre is metal.  

Hi, Iõm Ameline and I am one of the Wellbeing leaders, alongside Oscar and Josh. I am studying Biology, Chemistry, 

Maths and Further Maths. During my time as a student leader, I wish to find more interactive ways of conveying 

different ideas about mental health and I aim to help students feel more comfortable with reaching out about 

different issues. The wellbeing team and I also wish to improve the system of hub rooms during our time in the 

role. I currently take part in a range of activities within the school, such as the mentoring programme, Gold DofE, 

early applicantsõ programme and student led tutor time. In the future, I wish to study Veterinary Science at 

university and hopefully become an equine vet. I am happy to answer any questions you may have.  

My name is Oscar and Iõm one of the Wellbeing student 

leaders. I hope to create a safe and accepting environment for 

everyone in the school. I study Chemistry, Physics, Maths and 

AS levels of Geology. I am also on the eco committee, take 

part in mentoring, particle physics and DofE Gold.  After sixth 

form I plan to get a degree in Chemistry or Physics and 

hopefully go into a career in STEM.  
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Josh 

Ameline  

Oscar  



Marling Student Leadership Team 2022 -23 

We thank the outgoing Marling Student Leadership Team. 

We wish them all the very best for their futures.  



 

Sixth form students presented assemblies across the 

school throughout the week leading up to 

International Womenõs Day.  

The new student leadership team 

introduced themselves to the lower school.  

IWD 2 024 



 

DRAMA & MUSIC  

Continued 
òThe Addams Family: School Editionó is presented through special arrangement with, and 

all authorised performance materials are supplied by, Theatrical Rights Worldwide (TRW)  
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MUSIC  

òThe Addams Family: School Editionó is presented through special arrangement with, and 

all authorised performance materials are supplied by, Theatrical Rights Worldwide (TRW)  

 

The Senior Spring Concert will celebrate the musical talents of our students, and will include 

contributions from the Marling Jazz Band, Orchestra, Downfielders Folk Group, Senior Choir and 

Senior Strings, as well as solo and ensemble items presented by our senior department musicians 

from Y11 and Y13.  The programme will include a wide variety of music to suit all tastes. 

Tickets are now on sale on Parent Pay at £4 a ticket!  

Senior Spring Concert  

Thursday 18 th  April at 6pm in the Music Hall  



 

Dr Roz Savage MBE came in to talk to our Year 12 students about 

politics and perseverance.  

 

She holds 4 Guinness World Records for ocean rowing and is the first 

woman to row solo across three oceans. Roz shared the lessons 

learned on the ocean, about purpose, resilience and the power of 

perseverance to face enormous challenges.  

 

Roz claims to be a latecomer into politics after a busy and diverse life. 

Her time on the ocean gave her humility, practicality and strength in 

character.  Traits which are beneficial in a political candidate.  

 

What If Roadshow  

Year 12 students watched the ôWhat Ifé?õ Roadshow run by the Office of the Police and 

Crime Commissioner, Gloucestershire Fire Service and Gloucestershire Constabulary. It is a 

truly impactful show which highlights the importance of safe driving and road safety by 

looking at real incidents from the perspective of victims of serious road incidents as well as 

their families and friends and attending Fire and Police Officers. 

Motivational Speaker Roz Savage Makes a Visit  



 

 

It was a fantastic day at the Maths Fest 2024 which was held at the Royal 

Institution in London and enjoyed by all.  A great presentation was given by one of 

our students in the Maths Slam.  And another managed to fool one of the speakers 

at their own statistics game.   

Hand-crafted by stand-up mathematician Matt Parker and maths author 

Rob Eastaway, Maths Fest is an all-day extravaganza for sixth form students 

(and maths-keen KS4) to celebrate and be inspired by mathematics. 

Maths Fest 2024 will feature some of the best maths speakers in the UK talking 

about their favourite bits of maths, and will celebrate maths as an exciting, useful 

and rewarding subject. A fantastic day out for upper secondary mathematics 

students, certain to leave them motivated and excited to learn more maths! 

Maths Fest 2024  



 

A windy lunch on Selsley Common. 

The Year 12 geography students recently 

participated in a trip to collect both human 

and physical data in practise for our NEA. 

We collected physical data in Penn Wood, 

Sesley and investigated 'What factors affect 

flows of water through the soil on a slope?'. 

This included multiple different methods of 

data collection such as measuring the 

infiltration rate and soil texture. We also 

collected human data in Bristol. We took 

short questionnaires from the public in 2 

different locations in Bristol and compared 

our results and the different sense of place 

in each location. These trips were beneficial 

and will be effective in helping us for our 

data collection in Swansea for our NEA.      

     Lottie,   Year 12 

Talking through human geography 

data collection in Bristol. 

Geographers Collect Data  

Collecting data on Selsley Common. 



Physics Students Bring Home the Awards  
 

The British Physics Olympiad is a national Physics competition involving attempting to solve 

incredibly complex Physics problems. It is designed to stretch and challenge the top Physics 

students in the country.  Thousands of students participate from across the UK and this 

year 4 of our year 13 Physics students took part. Harry was awarded a Gold certificate 

placing him in the top 10% of students taking part- an incredibly impressive 

achievement. Congratulations to all those who took part.  

 

We had 18 A Level biologists take part in the British 

Biology Olympiad (11 Year 12 students and 7 Year 

13s).  The British Biology Olympiad is designed for 

year 13s and is a competition run in conjunction with 

the Royal Society of Biology. It aims to stimulate 

students with an interest in biology to expand and 

extend their talent, and to be suitably rewarded with 

publicly recognised certificates. In total over 10,000 

students from more than 700 schools worldwide took 

part in this yearõs competition with our students 

receiving these awards: 4 Golds, 4 Silvers, 2 Bronzes, 2 

Commended, 6 for Participation. Congratulations to 

Josh, Charlie and Alex (Year 13) and Ameline (year 12) for achieving a Gold award, and to all of the year 12s who did 

particularly well!  The four students who obtained a Gold award have gone on to the first round of the UK team 

selection for the International Biology Olympiad which takes place in Kazakhstan in the summer.  We wish them luck!  

Physics Students Take on Olympiad  

Biologists Take Wins in Olympiad  



 

Students Attend World Finals in Monaco  

World Finalists 2023 ð òEnd of an Eraó  

Continued 

Hannah and Chiedza, both Year 12 Product Design 

students, made their design out of over 1500 plastic milk 

bottle lids. Using their A Level knowledge about plastics, 

they used a soldering iron to melt four holes into each 

one and then tied each one together with scrap jersey  

T-Shirt fabric.  

The design aims to showcase how the green milk bottle 

lids are being scrapped in favour for the white, which are 

easier to recycle, hence making it an end of an era. It 

also has an impressive 1.5m train which sounds like the 

sea as it is walked by model Carys. The design was highly 

praised by the judges, with student judge Maxim looking 

forward to its performance on the catwalk at the World 

Finals held in the OVO Wembley Arena in London. 



 

Students Attend World Finals in Monaco  

As part of their success in getting to the World Finals, Hannah and Chiedza 

also had the opportunity to showcase their design as part of the Westfield 

Good Festival in London. Alongside Archie being involved in several panel 

discussions for this event, Hannahõs design was showcased in one of the 

largest shopping centres in the country as part of a push for sustainable 

fashion shopping. The students have received a letter of good luck from 

our local MP and the dress has been featured in both the local newspaper 

and several online papers, not only being seen in the UK, but across the 

globe. 

We hope from this, students can follow their passions, whether it be 

creating a couture dress from milk bottle lids, trousers from old sleeping 

bags or a three-piece suit from an old DofE tent, there is nothing which 

cannot be not thought of. Design isnõt always about what we traditionally 

think of; in fact, that is the whole point of our subject: innovation. So next 

time you are wondering what to do with that old sheet or scrap offcuts of 

acrylic from your Year 7 project, maybe, just maybe, one of your students 

could go on to win a World Final with it?  



Marling offers Fashion and Textiles as a breadth option. 

Find out more here. 

https://www.marlingsixthform.org/media/DOC6565F85A5E6BD/Marling%20Subject%20Guide%202024.pdf


Dissection Club  

 

 

Students enjoyed dissecting frogs. It was interesting to see the  

ôfat bodiesõ (yellow banana shaped deposits of fat) in the specimens; 

these are deposited to help frogs get through hibernation. It was also 

fascinating to see all the eggs inside the female specimen. All specimens were purchased from a 

biological supplier. 

Cowsõ Hearts 

Frogs 





 

The students assembled the 

parts to build the new car. 

Greencar  
The arrival of a new car saw Greencar club popular and 

oversubscribed.  A big thank you to apd car parts who 

kindly purchased and donated the new vehicle.  Their next 

race is coming up in April and we wish them all the luck. 

Website: https://www.apd.co.uk 

Company: automotive parts distribution (apd)  

òWe inspire young people around the world to excel in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths through a 

unique challenge: to design, build and race an electric car.ó 

The previous vehicle is still in working order. 

https://www.apd.co.uk/




 

Apprenticeships  
An ex Marling student who is currently in 

his first year of a degree apprenticeship at 

Renishaw came in to discuss what its like 

working and studying simultaneously. Many 

of our students are now looking into the 

ever more popular apprenticeship and 

degree apprenticeship route. Renishaw 

discussed what apprenticeships are, how 

they work and outlined the benefits of doing 

a degree apprenticeship including being paid 

to learn! If any student is considering this 

route, please ask them to email 

zeb@marling.school to book in some 

time to discuss their options post 18.  

mailto:zeb@marling.school

